
Cape Krause sorrel Rumex krausei
Jurtz. & Petrovsky

Polygonaceae

Distribution:  Endemic to northwestern Alaska (western Seward Peninsula,
capes Dyer and Thompson, and the Squirrel River) and  easternmost
Chukotka in Russia.

Habitat:  Moist to wet gravels and solifluction soil, from 60 - 1,000 ft.
elevation . Usually on calcareous gravels, silty sands, or argillaceous soils,
often in frost disturbed or solifluction areas with dryas stripe or terrace
communities. Also in moist to wet sedge-herb meadows and sedge-dryas
tundra on gravel river terraces and bluffs. Sites may appear dry but are
almost always at least seasonally saturated.

Similar Species: R. graminifolius Lamb. differs from both R. krausei and R.
beringensis in having persistent, white-hyaline leaf bases that typically
become tattered into narrow segments, and in usually having at least some
hastate leaves. The closely related R. beringensis Jurtz & Petrovsky differs
in having a much more branched inflorescence with flowers never forming
ball-like clusters.

Notes: Flowering in late June and July.

References: Kharkeveich and Kachura 1981; Lipkin 1993; Murray and
Lipkin 1987; Yurtsev et al. 1973.
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Plants dioecious, flowers usually
purplish tinged

Perennial herb, 8-25 cm tall, from stout caudex and taproot

Stems mostly
unbranched,
glabrous

Leaves mostly basal,
entire, linear to narrowly
oblanceolate, 2-5 mm
wide, 2-5 cm long, never
hastate

Leaf bases (stipules)
large, membranaceous,
light-brown to chestnut-
brown, hyaline only along
the distal margins

Inflorescence a densely
flowered, leafless and usually
unbranched panicle, compact
or ball-like when young, later
elongating into interrupted
clusters

R.graminifolius
(stipules)



Closeup of Rumex krausei

photo by R. Lipkin

Rumex krausei habitat photo by R. Lipkin
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